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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of the claims in the present application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method c omputer readable medium includiniy computer executable 
program instnictions for auioma iieatiy- verifying a signature during a retail payment transaction, 
the method p rogram instructions comprising insmictions lor: 

obtaining an electronic signature of a cardholde r for an account number as a result of the 
cmlholder wriiin<> a sit^nature on an eledronic siji^nalure capture device : 

determining whether there is a digital sigaature associated with the account number 
stored in a signature database; 

responsive to determining that a digital signature associated with the account number is 
stored in th e sig na tu re database, automatically v e rifying comparing the electronic signature-tHrfBg 

theel e cU x>Bi€ " Sigi i atiH^w^ lo \hc dieital signature ; ami 

prompting a point of sale operator to manually verify!!^ the electronic signature-by-^i 
point of sale (POS) operator that un exception huf ^ occurred dur i ng the electronic s i gnature 
verificat i on proce - U i responsive lo eitlier a deierniination that the signature database does not 
store a digital signature associated with the account number or a negative automatic comparison 
of the electronic signature to the diaital signature ; 

w he re i n m a n u ally verifying the electronic sig nu U i re comp ri i^eM adding the electronic 
signature to it-the signature databaser-ihefeby--iHHe«^at+eal4y'-4>^^^^ 

responsive to the jPOS -point of sale operator verifying the electronic signature; and wh e r e in 
signatures are incorporated in the database after the lUitomatic electronic signature verification 
process; w'harcin 

storing muliiple signatures ai e a dd e d to for the same cardholder account number within 
the database to allow for variation ; .^ th e reof and to reduce th e rate at which transactions are 
incorrectly deni e d by the automat i c e lectronic signatur e verification procesi i. 
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2-3. (Canceled) 



4. (Currently Amended) The mel;h<^l- coinpuier readable medium of claim [[2]]_1, wherenM^fHftg 
an elec tr onic ?iignuture verification proceMf? to auiomuticciUy verify the el e ctronic ;ngnuture 
further compriseN ing instruclions for : 

v e rily hig th e e l e ctronic signature and completing the transaction responsive to the 
electronic signature matching the corresponding digital signature. 



5-7. (Cancelled). 



8. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium methed of claim 1, v4>aeiii-r«qiwm«-a 
point of sale (POS) operator to manually v e rify the el e ctronic s i gnatur e when cm exception 
occu i '>^ during the electronic signature verification further compri8e ? ; c omprising instructions for : 

cancelling the transaction responsive to the FOS -poini: of sale operator not verifying the 
electronic signature. 



9. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium ffl6tihe4 of claim 1, wh e rein obtaining 
an el ec t Home-s^kfHt^ne of a cartfei^kjer-lu nher comprises! n g i ns i rucl ions for: 

receiving authorization of the cardholder account number and an amount to be charged 
prior to o btaining the electronic signature of a cardholder-^tftep 
autliorized . 



10. - 24. (Cancelled). 
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